It started as an ordinary Monday in June at the University of Michigan (UM) Transplant Center in Ann Arbor. Organs from a donor in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, had been offered for a patient on our waiting list. A team of two surgeons and two transplant donation specialists left from Willow Run Airport in Ypsilanti, Michigan, 8 miles east of Ann Arbor, under the able command of two veteran pilots, to fly to Milwaukee in a Cessna Citation 550 jet. The 40-min flight across the state and Lake Michigan was uneventful. The organ procurement was successfully completed and the team prepared to return to Ann Arbor. Each of these men loved their profession. Each of them willingly gave of their time, their expertise and passion to the singular objective of improving the lives of others through transplantation. We grieve their loss, and offer our sympathies and support to their bereaved wives, children and families. As we go forward, we will search for meaning in their premature departure from our midst, and honor their memories by continuing our efforts on behalf of all those who may benefit from organ transplantation.
